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This month's COVER - March winds and April showers, was designed by Lisa Viner, 
a class IV pupil at. the Primary School. 


IN BRIEF: the. new Parish Council elections come up on Thursday 3 May. Notice 
of election and nomination papers will be with the Clerk in due course. Mean- 
while in the April and May issues of Deddington News we would like to include 

a few words from, everyone intending to stand for election, personal details, 

why they want to stan¢ and what they could contribute to Parish Council affairs 
ete. This way the electorate should have a good idea of who they might vote for, 
rather than just a name on a list. Some present Councillors will be standing 
again and they will of course already be well known. COPY DATE for the April 
issue is ERIDAY 30 MARCH, and the May issue will be brought forward to be 
published on 27 April, before the election, 


We seem to have run a bit short on copies last month, with the result that the 
local papers and libraries have not had their usual monthly issue. If anyone 

has a February 1979 copy which they no longer need and which is still in 
reasonable condition, I would be happy to collect it. . Please phone me on Dedd- 
ington 272, or push it through my letter box - Quinque House, New Street (opposite 
what was Castle Antiques). 


We are looking for (a) new editor(s) to take over Deddington News in the summer, 
The job involves measuring up and laying out the copy sent in by contributors, 
and takes, say, one good day‘s work a month.» If anyone is interested in 
helping out now with the editorial work, ready to take over later, we would be 
very happy to héar from then. 


The Concessionary. Bus Passes for Old Age Pensioners are due to be issued at the 

Town Hall on 6 March, In case you missed the distribution, they can still be 

obtained: 

WHERE : Cherwell District Council Cashier$ Office, Borough House, Marlborough 
Road, Banbury, or Bodicote:House. 

WHEN : normal office hours, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each week. 

HOW : on showing your pension book. 


If the Football Club members are puzzled at what looks like pounding footprints 
around the Castle Grounds pitches, let me reassure them. It's not the Incredible 
Hulk gone mad, just a group of "ladies of a certain age" doing their JOGGING. 

We meet Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 2.30 - 3.30 approx, depending on how 
many times you can get round the circuit. Tiny children are welcome as there 

are always enough mums getting their breath back to push the swings and keep an 
eye on the prams. Spring has sprung and the suet puds need working off, so any- 
one is welcome to join us = scoffing males excluded? 


DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION 


Sc 


I'd never been to a barn dance before the PTA‘s Valentine Barn Dance, so I 
didn't really know what to expect; but now I shall have no hesitation in 

going to another. It was great. The hall was full of people, having a whale _. 
of a time, being led through the dances by the Rollright Stones‘ caller, and 
the music kept your feet tapping, even if you weren't dancing. The buffet 
provided by a host of generous helpers was spectacular, as were the raffle 
prizes, all gifts from parents, teachers and friends. We'd like to thank 
everyone who helped with such genercsity. The Dance was a really good evening's 
entertainment and raised £75.95 for PIA funds. 


A word about PTA purchases and funding - just to let you know where and how the 
money goes: At Christmas the PTA provided a puppet show (£25), a film show (£5) : 
and Christmas party food (£15). Five large display boards for corridors and 
classrooms have been bought €39.45), and leather (£10.20), ribbons (£20.14) 
and 350 bells (£11.75) have been provided for the Morris dancing team. 


There was a big audience for Mr, Michael Ruddock, the Warriner School Head- 
master, when he came to talk and answer questions about the Warriner School and 
how it functions. It is a big step for children to l2ave the compact unit of 
the village primary school and enter the complex world of the comprehensive, 
and their parents, unfamiliar themselves with the way such a school works, also 
tend to nervousness - understandably. It was good to have it explained to us 
by the man in charge, to have our versonal queries answeied, and above all to 
know that, despite the large numbers of pupils, there is a desire to do the 
best for each child and a willingness to meet parents personally to sort out 
any problems that might need discussion or clarification. 


SATURDAY 30 JUNE is the date for the School Summer Fete this year. 


On 29 September we are taxing a carriage on an excursion train to York, The 
charge will te abcut £3 per seat (normal fare is £16). There is a great deal to 
see and do in York, ideal for a fenily outing. I'm afraid we shan't be able 
to provide svpervision for unaccompanic’ children. Parents wanting to reserve 
hi should get in touch with Moya Hassan, 9 High Street, Deddington =~ Tel: 

23. 


Moya Hassan 


DEDDINGZIN LADIES 
Our speaker for the February meeting was Mike Swann, International referee with 
T.V.'s "It's a Kncckout” programme. He told us how the series is made, and also 
about the people who take part. I think when he told us Eddie Waring is in 
his seventies we were amazed. Cur Speaker for Wednesday March 7th is Mrs. June 
Stilgoe on the Flying Doctor Service in Zambia, illustrated with slides. 


Our speaker for Wednesday April 4th will be Mrs. Daphne Edginton on "The Red 
Gross". This will include items we may need in an emergency. Our May meeting 
which falls on the 2nd is to be a Cheese and Wine Party - this is an open meeting 
and all are welcome - price 75p each to include two glasses of wine. 


Welcome to all new members who joined us in February. We hope that you will 
continue to join us for further meetings. Jackie Stammers will accept annual 
subscriptions at any meeting. We meet the first Wednesday of the month at the 
Holly Tree Club at 8 p.n. 


Daphne Harper 
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THE LATEST ON THE WINDMILL SITE 


The Parish Council held a special meeting on 12 February to discuss a letter 
from Oxfordshire..C.C. Estates Officer, and later developments were raised at the 
monthly Council meeting on 28 February. Representatives of the Youth groups and 


‘other interested members of the public were urescimb to listen to the discussions 
and learn the Council's intentions. These ncobes summarise the two meetings: 


Site "Packages" and Costs 

The District Valuer has been asked to inspect the si ite and negotiate on behalf 
of the Parish Council. His valuation will wepresent the Council's bid for the 
property. Pata OCC suggested a package Whien they "felt would make sense both to 
them and *o 1s, This - Package 1 - compris s: 

Hall with aces rian access from Hempton Pond. 

Tennis Courts: 

Playgroup building and plot; 

Whole or part of the playing fields. 

The PC has also asked for the following breakdowns: 


Package 2: Hall, tennis courts and Plaveroup nlov: 

Package 3: frall and tennis courts only; 

Package 4: Playgroup area only. (The Playgroup Committee is interested in 
acquiring their own building and plot with money they will raise 
themselves ). 

Package 5: Playing field area from the end of the school buildings to the 
boundary, big enough for one foothel]. pitch. 


We believe the District Valuer has been to tho site but no figures are available 
yet, 


Planning 

New Planning permission has to be obtained as the property is to have a change 
of use, and the Chairman and Clerk have met witn County Environmental Health and 
Planning Cfficers. At present a court order allows the use of the hall for 
amplified music only three times a year, and ii) View of tougher environmental 
health regulations, even this is unlikely to bs renewed. The school buildings, 
in particular the Domestic Science Room nae suggested as more suitable for 
dances and discos as they are further from the nearby houses. 


Cherwell District Council are in favour of the whole site becoming Deddington's 
Community Centre, and it is likely that they wocld refuse planning permission 
to any other party while Deddington is still incerested. This must reduce the 
value of the property as residential or indistzlial development would be ruled 
out. But Deddington would still have to Tinen:> the maintenance and rates on 
a Site larger than it really needs. 


Renovation Cos*s 

A PC sub-committee comprising Norman Draka. en Garrett and Douglas Ward has 
drawn up a cost list of repairs and replaccments essential for the Hall and 
tennis courts, plus an estimate for furnitucs, toilets, kitchen, lobby and car 
park. (The idea of taking on the whole site hed not been raised at this point). 
This was reckoned to be enough to keep the prcwcrty in good working order for 
some years, bub without frills. Estimates wore between £21,300 minimum and 
£37,820 maximum, so a working figure of &350,Cvu vas arrived at. If one adds 
to this repairs and renewal costs necessery fer she classrooms, we are talking 
about spending £40-50,000. 


Grants, 

Chris Isaac has drawn up a paper explainiisg wliy i+ is necessary to form a Hall 
Management Committee early on in the negovietions so that we can apply for 
grant aid. He outlined the procedure for -.pplying for grants (25% from Cherwell 


‘DC and 50% from the Department of Education ee Seience), and listed grants made 
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Allen & Margret: Geoff & Sue. 


Purveyors of the finest of drinks eval 
| Most delicious of feeds 


Deddington 364. 


FATEVIEW DAIRIES 


Cream 
Eggs 
Corona 
' Yogurt 
Squash 
Potatoes 
Elm Farm 
Bread - sliced 
oven bakea 


and crusty 


We assure our customers of our 


very best attention at all times. 


Banbury 54293. 


/Continued WINDMILL SITE 


in 1979/80. Councillors will study this. paper- before the next meeting. Of the 
remaining 25% cost, a proportion could be put on to the rates,. but. a. Sub aneat 
amount must be raised by village rund-raising efforts. 


It was clear that some Councillors were very. onhacoy at: the prospect .of up to 
£50,000 being spent on buildings. not really suitable for use as a Community 
Centre. Monty Spencer said the only part.worth hanging on to is the boiler house? 
As for the rest, the buildings are not sound enough to justify money being spent 
on them. 


ondid Welford then put the proposition: is dt right to update an old,. clapped- 
ut, school, or should we start again from’scratch, buy:the site and spend the 
on i on a custom-built set-up? No-one else is in the market at the moment so 
_ the purchase price should be minimal, and on present reckoning a new building 
‘would cost no more than bringing the old one up to date. Monty Spencer said 
ilfwe' could not afford to turn down.the opportunity as the agricultural land alone 
would be an investment. ie should bulldoze the buildings and design a new 
purpose-built centre over the next two to three years, 


This was the consensus of feeling among all the Councillors. 
What happens next 

The District Valuer will give us his estimate of the Site value. Oxfordshire 
CC will say whether they agree and what figure they are prepared to let the site 
‘go for. Then we need costs for the buildings to be demolished and a‘new centre 
to be designedand® built according to the needs of the whole community. Once 

we know these figures the PC will prepare a proposal to present to the village 
at a Public Meeting...The Council has not yet committed us to anything - if 
Deddington does not want a Community Centre they will not have one forced on them. _ 


An exciting and challenging. prospect. We shall soon have a new Parish Council, 
responsible at least in the early stages for the project, and a new central 
government, which may well alter levels of public spending. Let us-be sure that 
what we take on is what all Deddington wants and that we are prepared to work © 
to make it work. Deddington has talked about a village hall for more then 4O 
years - let's hope we make the right decision at the right: time, 


Mary Robinson 


DEDDINGTON MAN [RELBASED FROM NEWGATE 


The headline could have come froit the Dedding'ton Néws for July 1379. The records 
show that on 16 June Thomas Bereford (possibly Barford?) of Dadyngton was set 
free at the petition of Edmund Brudnell, two Oxfordshire gentlemen and Peter 
Sampson, a London taverner. Bereford. had been sent to gaol for using threaten- 
ing behaviour against John Bloxham, an ostler, and from his name apparently 

also from this part of the world. If Bereford was related to Richard Bereford 
the Deddington woolmonger, he belonged to one of the town's more prosperous 
families. But what he and his friends were ‘doing in London I do not know. I 
only hope that his stay in, _the _"Boccardo' 'y. the men's quarters at Newgate, was 

not too noisome. 


The women's quarters. opened out of the Boccardo and the women prisoners had to 
go through the men's section to get to the privy. We know that prisoners some- 
times died in the insanitary and overcrowded prison; that they could only get 
permission to take exercise if:a friend put up securities for their good behaviour; 
and that the gaoler overcharged outrageously for ale. All this was to be drama= °* 
tically improved fifty years later when a new prison was built with money Fesf 
bequeathed by Sir Richard Whittington. This great Lord Mayor of London, is remem- | 
bered chiefly today as cat lover and pantomime hero but deserves better fame for 
his many benefactions of which the new and improved prison was only one. 


Geoffrey Hindley 9 


PRIOR’): CREAM 
& COFFE: fe ‘ i OSOUR 


Tel: Deddington 304 ~ 


COME AKD TRY 7.0 WIDE = Deddiectes High Str. Garage, 
RANGE C? SOFT ICR CREAM : cp 
DISHES LIMES "BANANA 
LONGBOAT® OR TI SPECIAL serv icing, tuning, mschanical 
“BAVARIAN GLORY” WHY NOT 7 and electrical repairs or 
COME .AT THE WEEKEND FOR | fer 
AN ICE CREAM TREAT all. makes ef cars fren 

| Aston Martins te Minis 

: Proprietors 
Coffee, Teas, Pizzas, Di Nc boRs, MG Gbeeaweod: 


American Hamburgers, 
Hot Snacts 


Opens= 
Monday - Saturday 


‘12 noon = 9 pm 
Sunday 
* 12 noon - 9.30 pm 


KC i 

varrett | 1 

folataey I | 

& S: n Furnishings ||) | 

| ‘ HUDSON STREET, i i 

THE 0 US T Gr FICE DEDDINGTON. Hit 

DEDDINGiO5 GXFORD | Tel. Deddington 8165. | i 

; | i 

TEL D09 TAILORED } 

LOOSE iat 

tat 

| COVERS |) | 

REWSAGENT Hand made Settees _ il ‘ 
STATIONER Beds, Furniture, Carpets,  § rt 

TOBACCONR Ist Curtains, Re-upholstery Hi | 

and Oriental Rugs, j re 

Lee a Picture Framing. | Ii 

I | 

SS 


DEDDINGTON GUIDES 


We were pleased to welcome two new guides, Juliet Bouverie and Susannah Woodd, 
to the company at a recent enrolment ceremony. Congratulations also to Sian 
and Judith Humphries on gaining their First Aid badges. 


In the Guide Movement 22 February is set aside as Thinking Day when we try to 
give special thought to our sister Guides and Brownies in other parts of the 
world. Our celebrations this year kept us very busy. During our half-term 
meeting each patrol prepared and cooked a dish from another country and they 
produced some really super things. We rounded off the evening with a camp-fire 
of international songs. 


On Thinking Day itself we had planned to meet 2nd Bloxham Guides for a hike, as 

last year. Unfortunately they had to withdraw because of illness, but undaunted 
a small band of Ist Deddington Guides decided still to go ahead with at least a 

_ good brisk walk. We set out on the first sunny day this year, I think, although 
the girls soon found plenty of snow and mud, and made the best of it. 


_ However, we all thoroughly enjoyed it and learnt a bit about map—reading, animal 
tracks and signs of spring into the bargain. jell done those who turned out ~ 
especially the three Guides who came all the way from Croughton. 


We will be going to church on March 25th, Mothering Sunday, and we look forwarc. 
to a visit from Mike Clements from Pedlar's Basket, Banbury, on Tuesday 27 March. 
He will be giving us a demonstration on candle=-making and also a chance for us 
to have a go ourselves. 


Maggie Rampley 


P.S. May I just make a plea for help on behalf of North Aston Guide Company. 
They are desperate for leaders. At present they meet from 7 - 8.30 p.m. ona 
Thursday at The Racquet Club. There are about 16 Guides. The Company is 
threatened with closure if help does not come soon, The person to contact if 
you are interested is Miss C. Hacon, tel: Great Tew 259. Thank you. 


DEDDINGTON W.T. 


At our February meeting we had a talk and demonstration of embroidery and 
decorating by painting, We were shown many items of clothing and household 
linen beautifully decorated with hand painted motifs. Members were able to try 
their hand at this fascinating craft. Mrs. Pearson is visiting us again at the 
home of one of our members for those of us who would like to take this up as a 
hobby. 


At the beginning of the month some of our members enjoyed a trip to the Wedgewood 
factory with the Barford St. Michael W.I. Our thanks to Barford St. Michael for 
their kind invitation. 


Anne Bowen 


WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 


The Women's World Day of Prayer was held in the Congregational Church on Friday 
2 March. There was a record attendance of 63. The theme of the service was 
spiritual growth, and was conducted by Mrs. Bva Welby. The offering realised 
£24.32 and will go towards the work of the Christian Literature Society. 


Jean Welford 
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Oper te nen residents 
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Friday night is.Fondue Night 
Special Sunday Roast Lunch 


THE COTTAGE BAR with 
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Home-made soup, Paté, 
Shepherd's Pie, Savoury Flan. 
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8=5 Menday - Saturday 
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Deddington. 
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Michael & Heather 
Ackland 


Coniston: House, New Street. 


Tel. 241. 


We design and make silver and 


gold jewellery using amethysts, 
carnelians, moonstones, citrines 
opals, onyx and garnets in rings 
earrings and pendants. We also 
make plain silver rings, chains 
and cufflinks, and gold and Bil-~ 
ver aacaee bugs and ducks. 


* * ae 


We also sell andinown stone-. 
ware pottery of the highest qual- 
ity, made by craftsmen potters. 


THR YBAR OF THE CHILD 


Some readers of Deddington News will know of this opportunity, but we have been 
asked to tell others who might be interested, that Action in Distress (working - 
in conjunction with Voluntary and Christian Service) is able to put people of 
compassion in touch with orphans and children in distress. 


Sponsors are sought for children in most need (at present the majority are in 
Kenya, Burundi and India). Sponsorship costs £1 a week and a1] that sum is 
spent on the child who then receives one good meal a day and scl schooling. If a 
Deed of Covenant is signed the tax rebate helps towards running the charity. 

The address of Action in Distress is - P.O. Box No. 69, 59 Islington Park Street, 
London N1 1QL. 


iitevaticety,” we should be glad to show anyone interested the information we 
have about "our" sponsored child. 


Joan and John Ward 
9 The Daedings, Deddington. Tel: 8151. 


DEDDINGTON MOTHERS AND UNDER FIVES 


We have been a little quiet this month, due to some extraordinary variations 
in the weather. 


However, ait the beginning of the week that snow blizzards blew across the 
country from the Russian Steppes we built a splendid snowman in the garden of 
the Holly Tree Club and five children and three mothers ended up having a 
snowball fight? 


Suzanne Allan 
CORRES PONDENCE 


Dear Mrs. Robinson, 

The Deddington News may be surprised to learn that at least one of those with 
his posterior - whatever that is - to the stove was far from scoffing,. since his 
tiny hands were also frozen by the full frontal of the freezing atmosphere... 
While the pen he diligently wielded, a real posh Parker and not your common 
variety, threatened to go on strike because of frostbite! 


Never fear however Mary. Any day now technology will catch up with us and you 
will be so warm that you will discard your wellies and winter woollies as 
superfluous. The real trouble of course is that you young ‘uns have been spoilt 
- even by the weather. For possibly the first time in your lives you've had to 
face a "proper" winter - and you can't take it? We oldies on the other hand, 
can remember when every winter was a stinger, with snow, frost and ice the rule 
rather than the. exception. As compensation however we enjoyed early springs 
and scorching summers. 


From November to March we lived in a fug of sealed-up windows and doors, and long 
Johns and other unmentionable garments were a must -— until Good Friday. Then we 
knew that winter was on the way out and spring knocking at the door. Away went 
all the clobber and the seals and housewives = we had them then - got busy opening 
the house to sunshine and warmth, while summer outfits were repaired and refur- 
bished for Easter Sunday. ; 


A mode of life that, incidently, was the origin of the legendary spring~-cleaning, 
which nowadays is nothing more than the turning off of the central heating and 
the twiddling of switches and buttons. Times have changed indeed!! 


Lewis the Scribe 
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' DEDBINGTON. BROWNIES 


DEDDINGTON PLAYGROUP The cold weather became too much for us 
RS Neg 2 : _ ‘yj in the Scout Hut at the end of January 
“in spite of the efficient Calor gas 
«stove, so we met at my house for three 
weeks until half term, Every Brownic 


© will be holding a 


2 | mee amy - had the chance to make - and eat ~ her 
SS ney aS own pancake, and she also lent a hand -- 
ee by polishing my brass! 


We celebrated "Thinking Day" at Steeple... 
HOLLY TREE CLUB Aston village hall together with the 
North Aston and Middle Barton Packs. 

We had a lovely party with games and 


on food, a candlelit ceremony when we 
thought of overseas Brownies, and lots 
SATURDAY 17th MARCH of fun and friendship. 14 Brownies 


came from our pack, and I am most grate- 
ful to Mr, Adkins, Mrs. White and Mrs. 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Symonds for helping with transport. 


Thank you. too, to all of you who are 

7 saving stamps for us, and to Mr. Garrett 
Everyone welcome for keeping a collecting box in the 

Post Office, 


Vivien Pleydell~Bouverie 


RESULTS OF THE SCOUT DRAW 
1. Hamper - Mr. Blackey, The Daedings 14. ine - Mr, Hobsday, Bodicoté | 


. Train Set - Andrew Wilson, Aynho 15. Wine - Mr. Webb, Weston-on-the- 
2 Green 
. Teddy Bear ~ Mr. MacKenzie, 16. Pottery Dish - Mr. Franklin 
Deddington C/o A.P. Banbury 
- Brandy - Mr, Gilkes, Lower Brailes 17. Toxch - Mrs. Cooper, Southampton 


. Picture - Mrs. Rampley, Deddington 19. Dish - Mrs. Wilson, Aynho 


. Chicken - Mr. Humphries, Banbury 20. Pot - Mr. Powell, Hadderham 


2 

3 

by 

5. Gin - Mr. Ashby G/o A.P. Banbury 18. Football. - Mr. Welford, Clifton 
: 

p i 
8. Pendant - Mr. Davies, Middle Aston 21, Beer - Mr. Omerod C/o A.P. Banbury! 
9 


. Meat Voucher - Philip Rowland 22, Meat Voucher = Mr. French, Clifton 
10.Sherry - Mr. Wood, Deddington 23. Plant ~ Mr, Causebrook, Banbury 

ae coals 

11.Wine - Mr. Lawford, C/o A.P. 24, Chocolates ~ Mrs. Turner, aed 

- Banbury Deddington 

12.Wine - Mr. Wilkens, Duns Tew 25, Sweets .~ Mr. Lightbody, Beddington! 


13.Wine - Mr. Reed, Barton _ Es bers Se | 


| 


IN MY DEFENGE..... 


Not so, Lewis the Scribe, not so! Not .so-much of a young ‘un and one reared 

in the Yorkshire wilds where no-one is. spoilt, least of all by the weather. 

When I was a tough little lass, the worst name your schoolmates called you was 
"nesh" = you got on with life whatever it. threw at you. I guess coming south to 
Oxfordshire's gentler climes must have softened me up. , ea Es 


In the really deep snow of 1947 I did have to stay at home while my sisters 
plodded off to school, but many another winter the school bus never made it. 
The house Was snowed in for days and I can still see myself howling with terror 
one nightmare trip across the-moors in a blinding blizzard, convinced I would 
never see another living person. The moors give me the shudders even now. 


And you were lucky to be able to cast your clouts by Haster., Our one annual 
new outfit was our Whitsy clothes for the Whit Monday procession round the = 
village. Till then you.clung to your liberty bodice come what may. 


I look forward tg the promise of. modern technology in the Town Hall and I shall 
fling my winter woollies to the winds with gay abandon, Incidentally housewives 
do still exist - at the first sunshine the windows are clean and the eo 
washed = well some of them anyway. Times haven't changed that much/ : 


Mary Robinson 


SCOUT -} eS 


Unlike the past few-lengthy epistles, there is little to say abou Scout news 
this month (some may say good). 


We are still on with our Grand Draw. As we mentioned last month, we are still 
the holders of two prizes, no. 9, @ meat voucher won by Mr. Philip Rowland, and 
no. 13, a bottle of wine - won by Mr. Reed of ramen any ideas please to ir, 
Stammers, tel. Deddington 8198. 


With Scout News, David Preedy and Lee Hall have both completed their Scout 
Standard and will be presented with their badges in the near future. Paul 
Bradford has been awarded his Model Maker’s badge for some very hard work. 
The Fireman's course is still going well (and nobody's burnt down the fire 
station to date at least). 


Alan Rampley 


-DEDDINGTON BADMINTON CLUB . 


Unfortunately, we have become the first casualty of the closure al the Windmill 
Hall. Denied our weekly sessions there .we have attempted to book a Court at 
Spiceball and can testify to the difficulties reported: on the back page of last 
week's Guardian (22 February)’ We have managed to book 2 court on only one 
occasion and, in view of this have decided to see if: it is possible to hire 
other premises = perhaps a nearby village hall. 


If anyone knows of any suitable premises within easy reach of the village I 
should be very glad to hear from them. Minimum floor area of about 24 feet x 
48 feet, preferably with adequate headroom, would be required. We could lay 
down court markings and have our own net, 


Cliff Smith (Deddington 647) 
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CHURCH NEWS 


LITTLE AND LARGE: Deddington church is a large church. Not in comparison with 
St. Paul's cathedral or St. Peter's Rome, (or even St. Mary's, Banbury), but 
compared to most village churches. Yet inside, it does not seem all that enor- 
mous, Why not? It is not because its cubic capacity is rather less than those 
buildings. It is much more because of its shape, and more especially because 
of the way it is divided up into compartments. 


Take a fresh look at your parish church. The narrow part in front (the chancel) 

is already divided visually by a Wooden screen. It would only cost two or three 

hundred pounds to put a complete partition where the screen is. That would be 

one separate compartment. You could fairly easily and cheaply fill in the 

spaces between the arches (the arcades) in the main body of the church (the nave). 

You would then have three more compartments side by side, each of a fair size, 

which could be sub-divided again. You could divide the nave horizontally, 
making a separate compartment of the clerestory - the upper part of the nave with 

its smaller windows — and so forming one room on top of another. 


I am not saying that we ought to do this, only that the building lends itself to 
these divisions. There is a point to these thoughts on church architecture. We 
nearly all live in small houses and cottages. But we like to have space around 
us, not only the wide, open spaces of the countryside, which we take for granted, 
but an enclosed space which we can feel around us. Space gives us freedom. It 
also makes us feel a bit small, no more important than we ought to feel. 


Too much space makes us feel too small. The trouble with St. Paul's (or St. 
Mary's) is that we seem to be more like mice than men, squashed beneath so much 
emptiness. We are even more lost in a lonely world. So we need to break up 
the vastness of our enclosed space just enough to make us comfortable. Little 
and large go together, as comedians found out long ago. 


To value your parish church properly, you need to sit in it for some time, to 
look around it, to hear both music and the spoken word in it and the peculiar 
quality of the silence. In a word, you need to worship in it. On your own 
as well as in a crowd. 


We have a small problem. The church is open every day. We have a lot of visitors 

in the summer. We also suffer from boys playing in it. They smoke in it, | 
which is dangerous to the church as well as to their own health and safety. Pa 
They deface the walls. They leave litter. They are a nuisance. In the course 

of time, they grow out of their childish behaviour, and are succeeded by another 

lot of bored youngsters. There is nothing new about all this. There are 

medieval graffiti carved or scrawled by just such bored medieval youngsters. 

But this does not excuse the nuisance or lessen the problem for us who have to 

maintain the building to the highest possible standard. 


This is not primarily a matter for the police, who cannot be on the spot all the 
time. To shut the church through the week would be to admit defeat. The answer 
is to use the church more, to have people for ever looking in at all hours of 
the day, to kneel and say a prayer, to dust and polish (whether it needs it or 
not), to tidy up, to look around and admire. Any building which is unused is 
fair game for vandals. 


I would like all citizens of Deddington to feel that this is their parish church, 
to be proud of and glad of. Find out all about it. Show it off to your visitors. 
Be inquisitive about it. Do not neglect it because you think it "belongs" to 

the Vicar or to others. It belongs to all of us. Above all, enjoy it. It is 
little and large, just like us. 


Richard Hannah 
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DEDDINGTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 


Junior Shield: Last month I predicted that the Winner of the Chadlington eee 
Deddington match would be the eventual winner of the Shield. The result was 
a 3-2 win to Deddington and this took us into the quarter finals to play 
Eynsham, a team that is top of the Witney League and has only lost one game this 
season. We had the advantage of a home game, but Lady Luck had changed sides. 
and we bowed cut of this competition with a 361 loss. So once again the Shield 
Will not come to Deddington. Many players had prepared themselves not only .. 
physically but mentally too and losing at this stage must be a tremendous strain 
on them. There is only one consolation and that is that the Junior Shield is’ 
the toughest competition in the County so in reaching the quarter finals we must 
be one of the best eight teams in tne County. 


League matchcs and other cup matches heave been cancelled over the last few weeks 
due to the bad weather, 


350 Club: Thank you to the extra 30 members who have joined our club this year, 
This should bring in an extra £300 approximately per year so this will help us 
to keep the club running for the next season, I would like to say that the 
Committee had hoped for a 400 membership at least, although we are grateful for 
the extra 30 members. 


Trainer: We are desperate for a trainer for our first team, perferably with 
some expert ence of first aid but this is not really essential. Anybody interested 
should contact any football club member. Track suit supplied by club. 


Rodney Hayward 


DEDDINGTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 
On Saturday 24th Tebruary, I had the delight? of watching our first eleven play 
in the Quarter Finals of the Oxforcshire Junior Shield. Alas my delight was 
turned to hearcbreak a long long time before the final whistle. 


This was not the team who last year proved so successful. 

Since Saturday I have asked myself many bce auhy they lost, and my conclusion 
is that the ~esponsibility must lie with the Management. Since the match I 
have heard it said that the opposition was ee sood for Deddington. f agree, 
but would they have been "too good" if our team had not suffered the long lay 
off, due to the adverse weather. Surely the management should have arranged 
indoor training for these very talented players, in order to keep them reason- 
ably fit. ; ats 


For the first time in many years we are very fortunate to have so many talented 
players, and I believe that they deserve the very best Management this Club 
can get. Having assessed the situation on Saturday I propose a vote of No 
Confidence in the present Mcnagenient. 


Montgomery Spencer 


CUBS 


I would like to thank CLiff Smith, Tony Dunton and Sid Munson for organising and 
taking the Cubs on the outing to Birmingham City Football Club. The lads really 
enjoyed themselves and had a marvellous day out, and I am grateful to these 
people for giving up their spare time to treat the boys. 


Sylvia Shepherd 
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Deddington Coins 
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FIRE - MAUNDS FARM GUEST HOUSS 


At 4,45 a.m. on Wednesday 17th-January-my Wife and I were woken by a persistent 
ringing of the front door bell. Who could be ringing at that time in the night? 
Have I lockcd a guest out? Surely nobody would expect accommodation at that time 
of night, a.though it has happened nearly as late as that? I suppose I'd better go 
down or he ‘1i wexe the whole house. I approached the front door considering what 
sarcastic coment I would make to the ringer. I was confronted by two soldiers and 
I noticed “com their cap badges that they were in the Royal Corps of Signals. My 
wrath ebbel 2 bit as I recollected my two years of service in Signals. However, I 
did not ha.« much time for reminiscing as they were obviously in a hurry about 
something. 


There was « car on fire behind the Guest House and I had better ring for the Fire 
Brigade an had I an extinguisher as they had just emptied theirs on it to no effeci. 
I passed cus a dvy powder extinguisher and dialled 999, The call was quickly 
answered ec then the soldiers were back for another extinguisher. I handed out 

the COg this time and was warned that the fire was increasing and seemed likely 

to reach vi.0 fucl tank very soon. I next roused all the guests, we had seven at 

the time, «rd they assembled in the lounge. Jean got our eight year old son, Peter, 
up. One of the guests soon discovered that it was his car that was burning! Three 
water exticsuishers went out to the soldiers who were now getting the fire a little 
controlled. 


Albert Humphries of the Fire Service, living opposite, received a call on his 
alerter vie. the G.P.0. and the Kidlington Fire Headquarters - an elaborate way to 
knock youx neighbour up! As he left his house he could see the flames and smoke 
which apperced to be coming from the back of the Guest House. He did not need to 
be told wheve the fire was, Within six minutes the Deddington Fire engine was on 
the scene end for the first time in their lives Donna and Mark Humphries were able 
to watch their Daddy fighting a fire. 


The soldiexs took a well earned breather and came in for a cup of tea. They had 
had an eventful journey from London on their way to Birmingham, as they had earlier 
had troubie with their own car. 


The six fizsmen: Brian Franklin, Albert Humphries, Clifford Harper, John Haynes, 
Geoff Midd: ston and Val Smith, dealt with the car, which now had fifty gallons of 
water spray-.d onto it. We are very grateful for their prompt action as the car 
was parked close up to the workshop doors for protection against frost and those 
doors Would have made an easy entry for the fire into the house. I learned later 
that the f.cl tank was three-quarters full! 


At nearly 6.00 a.m. it seemed hardly worth going back to bed as I would be up at 
6.30 to st-xt the early breakfasts. Hartwells towed away the remains of the car, 
a year old .axi, in the afternoon and I cleared up the mess. The car had been 
parked at 11,30 p.m. and two guests who drove in alongside it at 11.45 p.m. saw 
nothing wrceng, so why it burst into flames five hours later is a mystery. We 
shall not ollow parking so close to the house again ~- it's easy to be wise after 
the event. 


Douglas Ward 
HUM MES "15% OFF" SALE 


STARTS 1st FEBRUARY! 
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PLAYGROUP >. 


It seems a long time since December 2nd when we held our Christmas Bazaar, which, 
despite the weather and other bazaars held on the same day, was a success, We 
would like to thank the following traders for Bod goneeoue donations of prizes 
for the Christmas Draw: - 

Tuckers Stores, Hoperaft and Powell, Haywards taeda: Jones' ‘Deddington Salercon,. 
Plumbe 's Archway Garage, Shirley Hairdresser, Sanders ' Ice-cream Parlour, Wallins'* 
Bakery, Melanie. and Jonathan Hughes-Jones' Pottery, Michael and Heather sche, 
Jewellers, King's AIMS » Holcombe Hotel, K. Garrett and Son, Russell Hotel, Crown 
and Tuns, Huntleys' Picture Framers, Dodds ' Hempton Stores. Cur grateful thanks - 
to them all, and also to the many pabonts who have donated towards the hampers,” 
and. individual PELBCHs. 


At their "dhiviainas. Party held on Friday 15th sae the children were very 
happily occupied by a film show and other activities, including tea and a visit 
from Father Christmas. 


Now a new term has begun and we welcome all our new children to Playgroup, and 
hope their parents will share an interest with us in what we do. Happy New Year . 
to everyone, “2 


Carol Langstaff, Secretary 
DEDDINGTON ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


The annual Christmas party for members" children took place at the Club on Saturday 
December -16th, this being for children 12 years and under. 98 children enjoyed a 
lovely tea, and this was followed by.an excellent film show. Each child was given 
a small gft on leaving. 

The success of the party was mainly due to the helpers and we thank Mrs. G. PResson, 
Mrs. E. Green, Mrs. J. Lewis, Mrs. R. Spencer, Mrs. F. Turnbull, Mrs. N. West, Merc. 
EB. Brain, and Mrs. D. Mitchell, for doing such a good job. Grateful thanks also 

to Mr. and Mrs. W. Hirons for purchasing and collecting the food. 


+ + + + + 


Result of 1978 Poppy Day Collection: 


House to House Collection: £193.38 
British Legion Club Donation £ 40.00. 
Poppy Day Draw £& 10.50. 
Church Collection 2 - oS 50c125, 

£294.00. 


Arthur Lewis, Hon. Secretary 


HOLE ' THRE CL CLUB 


Our Christmas party was held on Wednesday December 15th. We enjoyed the sell and 
afterwards we were entertained by "Bridie", done so well by Mrs. Edmonds and Mrs. 
Johnson, Then a talented young group Sang songs and carols, in which .we joined ‘:., 
Mrs. Shrewsbury made a delicious iced cake, served with wine, at the end. It was. 
the first year without our late President, “Mrs. Collin, and we missed her very mucn. 
Her kindness will never be SOUSOLERE, and Deddirigton is not the same without her. 


Florence Anderson 
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DEDDINGTON BROWNIES. 


We were very grateful to all the parents who came and supported the Christmas 
entertainment we put on for them, and it was very nice to see the Scout hut so full 
~ even if i did not leave much room for performing! 


The North Aston Brownies have invited us to join their meeting on February 23rd 
for a "Thinking Day" party at Steeple Aston Village Hall from 5.30 - 7 p.m. Asa 
result we will nos have a meeting on February 20th, but will go there instead. 
Nearer the time I will organise transport, and I will be very glad of any offers. 


Now that the Blue Peter stamp appeal has ended, the Brownies will continue to collect 
for Oxfordshi.re's Jubilee House which belongs to the Girl Guides. If you have any 
stamps we will gledly have them. Please give them to any Brownie or Guide, or I 

will fetch them if you let me know. 


Vivien Pleydell-Bouverie 


HOLLY TREE CLUB 


On Wednesday, January 17th, we went to New Theatre Oxford to see the pantomime 
‘Aladdin’. eather was rough, but Mr. Lines (our Chairman) took us by car to the 
coach in the Market Square. On arrival we were so eager to get into the warmth 
of the Theatre that the auditorium was not open, so we made a bee=line to the 
refreshment room, where hot drinks were being served. 


We had good weats facing the centre of the stage, and the usherettes were very 
helpful to both young and old. It was a modern version of Aladdin, but we still 
had our Prince Charming and Dame. We settled down to the magic and fantasy, so 
reminiscent »f our childhood days, well away from the Arctic weather and crazy 
world outsid-. | 


The show catered for all ages, most of the players were young and refreshing, and 

the comics ¥ re really funny. Little and Large lived up to their good performance 

on the telly, and Norman Collier, as Widow Twankey, had even the other actors 
laughing at 'is antics. Charlie Cairoli has always been a much loved clown over 

the years, for both young and not so young. Patsy Ann Scott made a charming young 
Aladdin, and John Gower, as Abanazar, got his full share of boo=-ing from the children 
in the audience. Paul and Peta Page thrilled us with their Hot Dogs. 


Scenery and lighting were delightful and the sound effects so good, we were kept 
jumping in ovr seats (no chance of a doze for us old-uns). It was a jolly good 
show, and-with the coach on hand outside, we had no thought for the weather or 
politics. 


Florence Anderson, Mackley Close 


WHAT'S ON 
February 7: OD. Ladies* meeting, 8 p.m. Holly Tree: Mike Swann 
10: PTA Valentine Barn Dance, Adderbury, 8 p.m. 
13: Warriner Head at Primary School 7.45 p.m. 
17: Warriner School Dance, Bloxham School. 
22: Mothers" Union meeting, 8 p.m. Holly Tree. 
23: Brownies Thinking Day Party, Steeple Aston 5.30 p.m. 
27: Mothers' Union Ploughman's Lunch 12.45, Holly Tree, 
March 2: Women’s World Day of Prayer, 2.30 p.m. Congregational Church. 
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